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Pherosynthese Research Institute Organisers and Speakers

 
Patrick Pageat 

 
DVM., MSc, PhD, BDFVFS 
Dip. ECVBM/CA 
 
Prof Patrick Pageat is a founder of the Pherosynthese Research Institute where he is head of the department dedicated to livestock 
species. Currently, he is professor of applied ethology and animal welfare at Purpan faculty of agronomy, member of the scientific 
committee of the University of Turin (Italy) and president of the European College of Behavioural Medicine – Companion animals.  
He has published numerous scientific papers, book chapters and books and has given lectures in European and overseas countries. 
In 1995, his research gave birth to the first pheromone product, marketed as “feliway”. Known as one the prominent products in the field 
of pets’ behavioural medicine, this first pheromone product has been followed by numerous other ones targeted to different species 
including humans. Prof Patrick Pageat is the author of 79 international patents.  
 
Muriel Alnot 

  

DVM, Phd 
 
Doctor in veterinary medicine, graduated from the Maison-Alfort veterinary school in 1991. 
After a few years experience in a “generalist” practice, practices exclusively as itinerant and specializes in behavioural disorders since 
2000 in a private practice in the Paris area.  
Behaviourist, graduated from the French Veterinary Schools in 2001, participates in many lectures on this subject for the benefit of her 
colleagues as well as feline breeders or canine trainers. 
Invested in the study of behavioural disorders in psittacides and PhD student in veterinary sciences in this area. 
Participates in research works as attaché to the Pherosynthese RISAE, companion animals department. 
Collaborator, since nine years, with the Veterinary Schools (Nantes then Maisons-Alfort), Consultation Manager at the ENVA. 
Takes part in certain University Diploma courses at the University of Medicine Xavier Bichat (Paris VII) , since 4 years. 
Writes and participates in works on dogs and cats intended for the general public. 
 
Maria Cristina Osella 

 
DVM, Phd 
 
Maria Cristina  obtained her degree in Veterinary Medicine, Università degli Studi di Torino, 110/110 cum laude “Il comportamento 
aggressivo del cane”in 1990 and her PhD in Medicina Interna, Dipartimento di Patologia Animale della Facoltà di Medicina Veterinaria di 
Torino “Problemi comportamentali del cane e del gatto: approccio clinico-diagnostico e terapeutico” in 1997 
In 2005 she obtained her Diploma from the ECVBM-CA (European College Veterinary Behavioural Medicine-Companion Animals) and became 
Specialist in “Sanità Animale, Allevamento e Produzioni Zootecniche” at the Scuola di Specializzazione of Facoltà di Medicina Veterinaria 
of Università degli Studi di Torino, 70/70 cum laude “Indicatori etologici nella valutazione del benessere nei vitelli di razza bovina 
Valdostana: due sistemi di allevamento a confronto” in 2009 
 Founding Member of SISCA (Società Italiana Scienze Comportamentali Applicate) and ESVCE (European Society for Veterinary Clinical 
Ethology) 
Veterinary behaviourist, her activity focuses on applied behaviour and welfare in pets and farm animals 
Associate Researcher, Pherosynthese Research Institute, France and  Secretary of ECVBM-CA (European College of Veterinary 
Behavioural Medicine - Companion Animals)  
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Cecile Bienboire Frosini 

 
MSc in Biotechnology , PhD in Neurosciences 
 
Cecile Bienboire-Frosini obtained her MSc in biotechnology in September 2003. She joined the Phersosynthese Research Institute as 
Biotechnology project manager in may 2004. She was in charge of studying the major cat allergen Fel d 1 as part of a collaboration 
with the National Centre for Scientific Research and the University of Provence. Her work aimed at elucidating the biological role of 
Fel d 1, particularly in relation to its structural and immunological polymorphism. These studies lead her to publish several 
international scientific papers and to successfully defend her PhD thesis in Neurosciences in December 2009 at the University of 
Provence where she is also a lecturer in biochemistry, biotechnology and microbiology at the MSc level. 

 
Alessandro Cozzi 

 
DVM, Phd 
 
Alessandro Cozzi graduated in Veterinary Medicine at the University of Pisa, Italy (2004). At present he works as researcher at 
Phérosynthèse Research Institute Semiochemistry and Applied Ethology (France) and he is the Chief of Pets and Sport Animals 
Department. Alessandro Cozzi defended his Phd thesis about the mechanisms of management of conflict and reconciliation in horse on 
March 2009 (University of Pisa); he is lecturer in the II level Masters Science in “Ethology of Companion Animals” (University of Pisa) and 
in some courses concerning the behaviour of horse, dog, cat and wildlife species. He is author of scientific publications and speaker in 
national and international conferences about animal behaviour and chemical communication between animals. He is collaborator for 
some popular papers about animal behaviour.  

 
Laurent Bougrat 

 
MSc  
 
M. BOUGRAT graduated from the Marseille National School of Chemical Engineering in1991. He served his military service as scientist of 
contingent, during one year. 
From 1992 to 1999 he was the head of the organic analyses laboratory of a multisector analyses laboratory (mineral, microbiological 
and organic). Regionally recognised for his work, he was contacted by Doctor Pageat et Mister Lucas de Leyssac in 1997 to identify the 
Porcine Appeasing Pheromone (PAP).In 1998, in partnership with Pherosynthese he identified the Canine, Equine, Bovine and Ovine 
Appeasing Pheromones. 
In 1999, he joined the Pherosynthese research team and developed different techniques for diffusing pheromones such as the electrical 
diffuser, the gel bloc diffuser, the diffuser collar, the nasal spray and a gel. 

 
Dominique Saffray 

 
MSc in Cellular Biology and physiology 
MSc in Agriculture 
 
Dominique SAFFRAY obtained an MSc in Cellular Biology and physiology in 1997. He entered the Pherosynthese Research Institute in 
2003 just after obtaining his MSc in Agriculture. He first worked in the Livestock Department on cannibalism in fattening pigs then on 
the sexual pheromone responsible of the ram effect. He took over the head of the Department of Applied Entomology and Parasitology 
in 2004 and with his team works on repellents against red mites, fleas, flies, mosquitoes, plant-hoppers and slugs. He is still working on 
the ram effect and started a PhD on this topic in 2008. 

 
Benjamin Creton 

 
MSc in management, control and preservation of the insect populations 
 
Benjamin Creton obtained his diploma in Forensic Sciences from the Paris Descartes University in 2003. He obtained his MSc specialised in 
the management, control and preservation of the insect populations in 2004 and joined the Pherosynthese Research institute team in 
November of that same year as Research Assistant in the Department of Applied Entomology and Parasitology. He became Project 
manager of the department in 2007. He is currently working on two main research programs on the development of repellents against 
mosquitoes and flies. He is especially interested in Diptera (mosquitoes and flies). 
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Invited Speakers and Presentations 
Friday November 19th & Saturday November 20th 2010 

 
Kenneth K. Booth 

 
BSc, MS, PhD   
 
Prof. Kenneth Kurt Booth – born 21/03/49 - Elizabeth, New Jersey, U. S. A.  Matriculated (1967) - Woodbridge Senior High School, 
Woodbridge, New Jersey.  Bachelor of Science Degree (1972) - Youngstown State University, Youngstown, Ohio.  Master of Science 
(1976) and the Doctor of Philosophy (1980) Degrees - Department of Veterinary Anatomy, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa.  Post 
doctoral appointment - College of Veterinary Medicine, The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio.  Senior Lecturer (1982 – 1984), 
Associate Professor (1984 – 1985), and Full Professor and Head of Department (1985 -1999)- Department of Veterinary Anatomy, 
Medical University of Southern Africa (MEDUNSA), Republic of South Africa.  Full Professor (1999 – present) - University of Pretoria, 
Republic of South Africa.  Early research endeavours - morphology of mammals.  Research sabbatical (1996 – 1997) - Rutgers, The State 
University of New Jersey, New Brunswick, New Jersey, U. S. A., concerning the vomeronasal organ and offspring recognition in sheep.  
This research continues at the University of Pretoria. 
 
Jon Bowen 

 
DVM 
 
Jon Bowen runs the behavioural medicine referral service at the Royal Veterinary College (London University). He is the co-author, with 
Sarah Heath, of the veterinary textbook “behavioural problems in small animals”. His main research, which is based at Imperial College 
London, is the metabolic profiling of behavioural and neurological disorders in people and animals, and his team is the recipient of the 
2009-2010 Apple ARTS award, for a project to use new technology for seizure detection and monitoring.  

 
Rachel Casey 
BVMS PhD DipECVBM-CA CCAB MRCVS 
 
Dr Rachel Casey is a Senior Lecturer in Companion Animal Behaviour and Welfare at the University of Bristol Veterinary School. She is 
an RCVS Recognised Specialist, a Diplomat of the European College of Veterinary Behavioural Medicine (Companion Animals). Rachel 
runs a research programme which ranges from fundamental aspects of behaviour such as personality characteristics and measures of 
welfare, to more applied studies such as clinical trials for behaviour therapies and pharmaceuticals in behavioural medicine. Rachel also 
oversees a residency training programme in the University referral clinic, and lectures extensively on undergraduate and postgraduate 
programmes.  
 
Rudy de Meester 

 
DVM., Dip. ECVBM/CA 
 
Rudy De Meester was born in 1953 in Belgium and is Husband, father and grandfather.   
Veterinarian and General practitioner (companion and farm animals) from 1977 to 1996. Since then and to this day only works with 
companion animals.  
Became member of the VDWE in 1996, and was scientific collaborator at Ghent University in different departments, all functions related 
to animal behaviour, from1997 to 2010  
Acquired his Veterinary Diploma from the ENVF in 2001 and worked from 2001 to 2010 in a referral practice for veterinary behavioural 
medicine. 
Staff member of the Belgian Minister of Public Health, responsible for Animal Welfare from 1999 to 2003. 
2006-2010: Professor at the Catholic Ghent University College, coordinator of the Postgraduate in Applied Ethology from 2006 to 
2010. Diplomate from the. ECVBM-CA in 2008 and became board member of ESVCE in 2009. 
 
Jaume Fatjo 

 
DVM, PhD, Dipl.ECVBM-CA. 
 
Jaume Fatjó was born in Barcelona in 1969. He studied at the Autonomous University of Barcelona from which he received a degree in 
Veterinary Medicine in 1993 and a PhD in 2007. He is a diplomate of the European College of Veterinary Behavioural Medicine – Companion 
Animals. From 1995 to 2008 he was responsible for the Animal Behaviour Clinic at the Barcelona School of Veterinary Medicine. Now he 
is an assistant clinical professor at the Neuropsychiatry Institute at Parc de Salut Mar (Department of Psychiatry, Autonomous 
University of Barcelona). His research now is focused on the study of cross-cultural differences in human-animal relationships, animal 
assisted interventions and the development of naturalistic animal models for the study of psychiatric disorders.  
 
Claudia Feh 

 
 
Claudia Feh graduated from Marseille University after spending many years studying the social relationships of a natural herd of 
Camargue horses at the Station biologique de la Tour du Valat. She then set up a socially natural herd of Przewalski horses in Southern 
France and was Vice-chairman of the SSC/IUCN Equid Specialist Group, while doing research on the Gobi khulans in Mongolia. She is now 
running an integrated conservation project in the Western part of Mongolia, which focuses on the reintroduction of the Przewalski 
horse. Simultaneously, she directs research on the Behavioural ecology of the population going on for 17 years. 
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Angelo Gazzano 

 
DVM PhD Dipl ECVBM-CA 
 
Angelo Gazzano graduated in Veterinary Medicine in Pisa (I) in 1987 and in 1994 he obtained a Ph.D. in “Neurophysiology of domestic 
animals” at the University of Bologna (I). 
Since 2002 he is a full time universitary researcher in the disciplinary sector of “Veterinary physiology and ethology”. He works at the 
Department of Physiological Science in Pisa (I). 
He is in charge as director in the universitary Masters in: “Animal related activities and therapies. The dog partner”, “Behavioural medicine 
of companion animals”, and “Dog training” where he teaches “Veterinary ethology”.  
He is in charge for the “Centre of behavioural counselling for pets” realized in 2004 at the Department of Physiolocigal Science in Pisa 
(I).  
He is a member of E.S.V.C.E. (European Society of Veterinary Clinical Ethology). and of  ECVBM-CA (European College of Veterinary 
Behavioural Medicine – Companion Animals).  
 
Sarah Heath 

 
BVSc DipECVBM-CA CCAB MRCVS 
European Veterinary Specialist in Behavioural Medicine (Companion Animals) 
Behavioural Referrals Veterinary Practice, Upton, Chester, UK 
 
Sarah qualified from Bristol University Veterinary School in 1988 and works in referral behavioural medicine practice in the North West 
of England. She is honorary lecturer in small animal behavioural medicine at the University of Liverpool, where she is responsible for 
the undergraduate teaching.  
Sarah was a Founding Diplomate of the European College of Veterinary Behavioural Medicine – Companion Animals, serving as its’ 
President from 2002 until 2008. She is a Certified Clinical Animal Behaviourist under the ASAB accreditation scheme in the UK. Her 
particular interests include all aspects of feline behavioural medicine and age related behavioural disorders and the interplay between 
behaviour and physical illness, in particular pain, in dogs and cats.  

 
Debra Horwitz   

 
DVM, DACVB Veterinary Behavior consultations 
St. Louis, Missouri  
 
Dr. Debra Horwitz graduated from Michigan State University College of Veterinary Medicine and is a diplomate  and passed president of 
the American College of Veterinary Behaviourists. Her behaviour referral practice is located in St. Louis, Missouri, USA. She frequently 
lectures worldwide and often appears on television and radio. She is an adjunct faculty member at the University Of Missouri College Of 
Veterinary Medicine and a behavioural consultant for VIN. Author and co- editor of numerous books: BSAVA Manual of Canine and Feline 
Behavioural Medicine 1st and 2nd edition, Blackwell's Five-Minute Veterinary Consult Clinical Companion: Canine and Feline Behaviour, 
behaviour section editor The 5-Minute Veterinary Consult: Canine and Feline, co-author Lifelearn Behaviour Client Handouts 
 
Gary Landsberg 

 
BSc, DVM, DACVB, dip ECVBM-CA 
North Toronto Animal Clinic 
Thornhill, Ontario 
 
Dr. Landsberg is a 1976 graduate of the Ontario Veterinary College and is a veterinary behaviourist at the North Toronto Animal Clinic 
(northtorontovets.com).   He is a consultant for VIN, CANCOG and PetTV.   Dr. Landsberg is a diplomate and a past president of the 
American College of Veterinary Behaviourists and a diplomate of the European College of Veterinary Behaviourists and a member of 
their executive board.  He has authored and edited numerous publications, book chapters and research papers, including the Handbook of 
Behaviour Problems of the Dog and Cat from Elsevier.  In 2000, Dr. Landsberg was the recipient of the American Animal Hospital 
Association companion animal behaviour award. 

 
Iltud Madec 

 
MSc, PhD  
 
Iltud Madec obtained a BSc in Tropical Agronomy in 1994. He entered the Pherosynthese Research Institute in 2000 shortly after 
obtaining his MSc in Agriculture in1998. While improving his experience and knowledge in research, he acquired his PhD in Animal Sciences 
in 2008 all the while heading the Livestock Department of the Pherosynthese Research Institute. He has published several papers, 
particularly in the Poultry Sciences, and has given lectures for students in agriculture. In 2010 he chose to share his knowledge with 
other teams. He has thus left the Institute and moved on to Madagascar, where he currently acts as scientific advisor at the University of 
Antananarivo. 
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Xavier Manteca 

 
DVM, PhD, Dipl.ECVBM-CA 
 
Xavier Manteca Vilanova received his BVSc degree from the Autonomous University of Barcelona and a Master’s degree in Applied Animal 
Behaviour and Animal Welfare from the University of Edinburgh. He has a PhD from the Autonomous University of Barcelona. Currently, 
he is associate professor at the Department of Animal Science, School of Veterinary Science in Barcelona, where he teaches animal 
behaviour and animal welfare. His main research interests are in the field of farm animal behaviour and welfare, and companion animal 
behaviour. He has been member of several working groups of the Panel on Animal Health and Animal Welfare of the European Food 
Safety Authority and has published many papers in national and international journals. 

 
John McGlone 

 
PhD, MSc  
Professor of Animal Science and Director of The Institute for Comparative and Experimental Medicine,  
Texas Tech University. Lubbock, Texas. USA. 
 
John J. McGlone grew up in New York and graduated from Washington State University with a B.S. and M.S. in 1977 and 1979 and then the 
University of Illinois, in for his PhD in 1981 in Animal Science with a minor in Neural and Behavioral Biology.  His research interests are in 
the science of animal welfare ranging from appropriate housing and production systems for pigs, pheromones and brain and immune 
mechanisms underlying stress. 
Dr. McGlone has been invited to speak internationally on topics of animal welfare, sustainable animal production, animal behavior, 
stress physiology and humane animal care.  Dr. McGlone has lived in Lubbock for over 26 years and is involved in community programs to 
feed the poor along with local economic development efforts. 

 
Daniel S. Mills 

 
BVSc PhD CBiol FIBiol FHEA CCAB Dip ECVBM-CA MRCVS 
European & RCVS Recognised Specialist in Veterinary Behavioural Medicine 
University of Lincoln - Dept of Biological Sciences, Lincoln, UK 
 
Prof Daniel Mills became the first specialist in veterinary behavioural medicine to be recognised by the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons and is the U.K.’s first professor of the discipline. He co-founded the Companion Animal Behaviour Therapy Study Group, which is 
now the voice for the profession in the UK, and as such initiated the biennial international meetings on veterinary behavioural medicine 
which have assisted in shaping the profession. He has written extensively in the scientific literature on a range of domestic animals and 
exotic species.  His main areas of research interest concerns animal cognition and emotional regulation especially as it relates to animal 
behaviour problems and their modification.  He lectures internationally on companion animal behavioural medicine, is principal author of 
the text Equine Behaviour, Principles and Practice and is co-editor of the BSAVA Manual of Canine and Feline Behavioural Medicine.   

 
Kersti Seksel 

 
BVSc.(Hons), MRCVS., MA.(Hons), FACVSc (Animal Behaviour), Dipl ACVB, CMAVA, Dip ECVBM-CA 
 
Kersti graduated in Veterinary Science from Sydney University and Behavioural Sciences with a major in psychology from Macquarie 
University.  She is a registered veterinary specialist in Animal Behaviour,  Fellow of the Australian College of Veterinary Scientists in 
Animal Behaviour,  Diplomate of the American College of Veterinary Behaviorists, Diplomate of the European College of Veterinary 
Behavioural Medicine- Companion Animals.  
Kersti is the principal of a specialist referral only practice in behavioural medicine in Sydney and Melbourne,  Australia. She is President 
of the Australian Companion Animal Council, chair of the Companion Animal sectoral group of the Australian Animal Welfare Strategy 
and Adjunct Senior Lecturer, Charles Sturt University. 
Kersti has presented at major conferences in Australia, NZ, UK, Europe, USA, China, South Africa and Japan. She has published over 500 
papers on animal behaviour and is a regular presenter on radio, writes for many magazines and is a consultant on vin. 
 
Machteld Van Dierendonck 

 
|PhD EurProBiol 
Equine behaviour specialist - Equus Research & Therapy 
Utrecht University, Behavioural Biology, Utrecht, The Netherlands  
 
Machteld van Dierendonck is a Dutch equine behaviour & welfare specialist. She currently works in her own practice Equus Research 
(NL); she is guest scientist (Biology faculty in Utrecht (NL) and Veterinary faculty in Sydney (AUS)). Her work mainly consists of scientific 
research, teaching (graduate and post-graduate levels both theoretical and practical), and treating equine patients with severe 
behaviour problems. She is advisor for Dutch government, equine industry and to equine specialist’s worldwide. Her research is both 
fundamental and applied. She has published more than 20 peer reviewed articles, a few book chapters and a (general public) book (in 
Dutch). 
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Ranieri Verin 

 
DVM, PhD 
 
Ranieri Verin was born in Florence, in the middle of Tuscany, Italy in 1978. In 2003 he graduated in Veterinary Medicine at the University of 
Pisa with a thesis regarding immunopathology. In 2008 he defended his PhD dissertation about natural acquired pathology in wildlife with 
special regard to wild ungulates. Actually he holds a post-doc position contract at the Department of Animal Pathology, Prophylaxis 
and Food Hygiene of the University of Pisa where his main topics of research are wildlife pathology and comparative oncology. He is co-
lecturer for the courses of “General Pathology” and “Anatomical Pathology” for the degree in Veterinary Medicine, “Necropsy 
technique” and “Wildlife Pathology” for the post-graduate schools in Small Animals Pathology and Clinics  and  Animal Health, Breeding 
and Husbandry respectively  He is author and co-author of several national and international scientific papers and speaker in national 
and international conferences. He is registered as a trainee for the European College of Veterinary Pathologists (ECVP) board 
examination. 
 


